ON   FEELING   INFERIOR

the busy world. He blusters, to show that he is as good as
we are; or brags, to show that he is better. But if he really
believed himself as good as we are he would not bluster; and
if he really believed himself better there would be no need to
brag. And so he is annoying us superfluously through his
absurd sense of inferiority, like a person who will apologize
in spite of every effort at forgiveness, or one who insists
upon explaining at length something which we already under-
stand better than he does. It is a social disease that he suffers
from, and a very inconvenient one. I fear it is incurable.
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